
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In Christ” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Disciple Again” is number 33 in the series.  You will find the order of worship for 
today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
  5:00 p.m.    Youth
  5:00 p.m.    The Oaks

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. for 
all ages. To learn more 
about Adult Sunday 
School classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 
or send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Monday:
   7:00 p.m.     Boy Scouts

Tuesday:        
   6:00 p.m.     Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
    7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

College Finals Brunch: May the Fourth Be With You!
   Did you know that each semester we throw a free 
brunch for local college students on the Monday 
of final exam week? Have you heard about this? 
Typically, students trickle in to the fellowship hall 
before or after an exam or fresh out of bed, hung 
over from a stressed-filled night of studying. This 
time last year, the brunch fell on May 5th, so we 
had a Cinco de Mayo themed celebration. And this 
year I am excited to announce that we will have the 
brunch on May 4th, which happens to be National 
Star Wars Day! Can you imagine how much fun we 

 can have throwing a Star Wars themed brunch for local college students in a few weeks? 
   So that’s exactly what we are going to do. Would you like to participate? I could use your help in planning, 
food preparing, decorating, creating fun ways to incorporate Star Wars into as many things as possible, and 
serving the meal. Feel free to email me or visit with me when you see me. Let’s have some fun as we send our 
college students into their week of final exams and then into their summer plans! — Kyle Watson
 



Youth Ministry: Disciple Now is Coming
April 24-26, 2015            Cost: $35            Where: Aldersgate United Methodist Church
   DNow is a weekend during which youth come together for worship, study of the Word, fun activities/
challenges and more. We will have our main worship times at Aldersgate United Methodist Church. The 
students will stay in host homes according to gender and grade. These groups will serve as a community 
and small gathering of brothers and sisters in Christ. We also will participate in many fun activities and 
challenges throughout the weekend. 

Disciple Now Registration Form
  Name: _________________________________________________________________________

  Address:_______________________________________________________________________

  City & Zip:_____________________________________________________________________

  Home Phone #:_________________ Cell Phone #____________

  Emergency contact person:________________________________________________________

  Emergency contact phone #_______________________________________________________

  M:______or F:______  Grade:______Age:_____

  T-Shirt size:____S_____M_____L______X-Large 
                                     (Please complete form and return to Daniel Mathis ASAP.) 

Children’s Ministry:  Vacation Bible School Meeting!
    Vacation Bible School is quickly approaching. It will be June 1-4 from 6:00 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. 
   There will be a planning meeting next Sunday, April 26th, at 5:00 p.m. in the 
library.  If you are interested in helping in any fashion, please come to the meeting! 
It will be a short meeting. We’ll  discuss each of the daily themes and plan other 
times to get together to decorate. Plus, you will have the opportunity to sign up 
for your area of interest.
      Our theme this year is Fun Run with the key verse being: I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. (2 Timothy 4:7)  I think it will 
be a great time for our kids to learn more about Jesus.  I hope to see you at the 
planning meeting! — Alayna Brooks



ALIVE in Christ: Disciple Again
John 21:1-14

Sermon Notes

Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Déjà vu and follow who?

Discipleship Revisited

                                   “Raising up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus”
 

Barriers to Discipleship

          - Failure

          - Fear

          - Reversion

          - Comparison

“Do you love me more than these?”



Finance Report: Excellent Audit Results
   It is vitally important that our financial systems are accurate, transparent and accurately reflect the 
condition of our Church. Since becoming the Chairman of the Finance Committee in 2012 I have every 
confidence in our financial reporting, our systems and our policies. We have worked to improve each of 
these and are continually seeking ways to make our financial reporting better. We have a great Finance 
Officer that works tirelessly to maintain our accounting systems and provide the membership with timely 
and accurate reports. 
   We are required by the Book of Discipline to periodically audit our accounting systems to insure their 
accuracy and provide the membership with the assurance that our financial house is in order. We have 
had an ongoing professional relationship with Ms. Becky Roberts, CPA / Roberts & McGee, CPA who has 
capably conducted our independent audits going back to 2012. Becky has completed the independent audit 
for the periods ending December 31, 2014 and 2013.  In her opinion the financial statements regarding 
the General Fund, Directed Fund and Real Estate Fund present fairly, in all material respects, the assets, 
liabilities, and net assets of Aldersgate United Methodist Church as of December 31, 2014 and 2013, and its 
revenues, expenses and changes in net assets for the years then ended in accordance with the modified cash 
basis of accounting as described in her report. 
    Therefore I am pleased to announce that we have received a clean audit. Our financial house is in very 
good order.  If you have any questions regarding the audit please do not hesitate to ask me.
                                                                                                       — Randy Johnson, Finance Committee Chair 

First Impressions:  A Way To Spread Kindness
      Attention! The Aldersgate First Impressions Team is 
in need of two fine individuals who would enjoy serving 
on the parking lot team. Here are some things you would 
do: offer big, warm smiles to everyone, help direct traffic 
and cars, open car doors for members and guests, offer 
assistance when it is raining or bad weather, meet new 
people, etc. This position allows you to welcome people 
before they even get inside the church building! Imagine 
someone’s typical Sunday morning before church. 
Sometimes just getting there on time is a struggle, 
especially if you have kiddos who don’t want to put on their 
shoes or eat breakfast. You feel stressed out about getting 
everyone there and then you realize you haven’t even had 
breakfast. Now imagine you pull up into the parking lot 

and are met by a friendly parking lot volunteer. They open your door for you, help you carry in your bags, 
and learn your kids names. It’s small acts like these that can really turn someone’s day around. If you want 
to help spread kindness, and you look good in a neon yellow vest, then you should contact me and sign up 
to serve at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org or 210.849.9122. — Jessica Watson 



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                      4.12.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $10,409.73 
Received Month-to-Date = $33,194.58
Received Year-to-Date = $235,037.45
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $16,402.56

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests 
and requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

No attendance information due to Aldersgate Alive
The Oaks = 15

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

We extend our sympathy and prayers to the family of Sara Queen upon her 
death on April 14, 2015. Sara’s funeral will be at 10:00 a.m., Monday, April 20, 
2015, at Aldersgate United Methodist Church.



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

          In the Word                                                                                                                  
                                              Pastor Steve            

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:           John 21:1-14                                    
Monday:       Luke 5:1-11  
Tuesday:       Mark 1:14-20
                          Mark 2: 13-17         
Wednesday:    John 21:15-25   
Thursday         Matthew 28:1-20                     
Friday:             1 Peter 2:11-25
Saturday:         1 John 2:1-11
                                 

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:          Jeremiah 23-25    
Monday:          Jeremiah 26-29     
Tuesday:        Jeremiah 30-31   
Wednesday:     Jeremiah 32-34
Thursday:        Jeremiah 35-37       
Friday:              Jeremiah 38-40
                           Psalm 74 and 79
Saturday:          2 Kings 24-25
                           2 Chronicles 36
           
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue in our ALIVE 
sermon series.  

Celebration of Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book 
that we are inviting you 
to read as we begin the 
new year.  If you would 
like a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-7893, or 
indicate on the welcome card and we 
will order a copy for you. The price is 
$15.00. Grace and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

“It is true!  The Lord has risen…” Luke 24:34

   A couple of summers ago during the 
traditional worship service, we sang the hymn 

“Easter People Raise Your Voices.”  This hymn was written in 1979 
and is set to the same tune as “Angels from the realms of Glory.”  (This 
makes it easy to sing, and the words are just tremendous.) One of the 
more observant children in our church leaned over to her mom after 
we sang about Easter during the summer and asked incredulously, 
“What idiot picked that song?”  Those of us who plan the worship 
services here at Aldersgate each week thought this was hilarious, and 
it illustrates a tendency we all have.  We often relegate certain words, 
phrases, activities and even songs to certain celebrations or times of 
year. If we are not careful, we forget, as the hymn says, “Every day to 
us is Easter with its resurrection song.  When in trouble move the 
faster to our God who rights the wrong.”  We can sing about Easter 
any time to remind us that we always live under the narratives and 
reality of the risen Christ!

   This is also why Pastor Amy and I greet you each Easter Sunday 
by saying, “Christ is Risen.” The congregation’s response is, “Christ 
is risen indeed!”  (Luke 24:34.) These words may be accompanied 
by the exchange of three kisses on alternate cheeks, depending on 
the church.  In the Orthodox and Catholic churches, this is called 
the “Paschal greeting” and is a very old custom. If every day to us is 
Easter, I wonder why we don’t greet one another like this more often.  
I suppose it would just seem strange (especially if we included the 
kisses, ha). I guess taking communion could seem weird, too, but we 
know grace is exchanged when we do, so we do it.  I wonder if the 
resurrection narratives (1.  God is with us.  We are not alone.  2. God 
reorders the meaning of suffering.  3.  God vindicates the goodness 
of all that Jesus said and did.  4. God frees us from fear.)  would more 
naturally stir in our hearts and minds if we greeted each other like 
this more often.  I am going to try it during the 50 days of Easter and 
invite you to do the same. Some people may think we’re idiots, but I 
am certain grace will be exchanged as we greet each other in this way. 
CHRIST IS RISEN!...    


